
Presque Isle Community Men’s Club


Meeting Minutes – December 3, 2009
· Meeting called to order at 9:02 for 25 members by President – Jerry Broad
· Opening Song - Jay Kettler 
· Pledge of Allegiance – Jerry Broad
· Prayer – Larry Miller
· Introduction of Program
Chuck Austin
· Joseph Cercone, PI County Development commission
· Also responsible for economic development
· PI Econom Devel Corporation owns & administers renaissance zones at RC Airport, Onaway airport & downtown RC.  

· Both boards are same people and meet at same time

· Tourism effort has been his focus recently

· Website has become critical; as most tourism is now arranged by computer

· Goal is to have website ready to link to fishing, festival, snowmobile maps, carriage trail, lodging, etc

· Although many folks prefer quiet roads and trails, our “new” economy is now linked directly to tourism rather than heavy manufacturing industry

· Wolverine Power initiative will bring many permanent jobs, and therefore is supported by the PI Development Commission
· Restaurant & Bar transfers to keep business open are assisted in developing a business plan, and in other ways

· Networking is how most economic development occurs.  Greatest resource for PI county is the residents & transplants.  Joe asked that any contacts we my have in business & industry be introduced.
· Joe answered a variety of questions from the group

· The Alpena/Cheboygan trail is getting very close to being a reality; a similar trail from Gaylord to Cheboygan has hundreds of visitors weekly
· Economic recovery can best occur from the bottom up, not from the top down

· Demand for goods & services will eventually foster economic recovery 

· 50/50 Drawing was won by Larry Miller - $17.00
· Program Break at 9:45 - 7 Minutes
· Business Reports & Meeting Set-Up
· Minutes (November 5, 2009) accepted as printed
· Financial Report approved (Miller/Dennis Fay)
· Set-Up for January
Jay Kettler & Terry Castro
· Committee Reports
· Tony Velat – Final Road cleanup had 5 guys.  We are done for the year, and will plan to do it again in the spring.
· Project Evaluation Committee (Benevolence)
Chairman – Larry Miller

· Check delivered to Madonna house

· Request from PIHA for $1000.00 for playground equipment.  Total project cost is about $11,000; $3000 has been raised.  Discussion ensued about the project and the expenditure of funds for benevolence each year.  $3800 has been expended in 2009.  Full committee will meet & have a recommendation for next meeting
· Members Health & Family
Chairman - Pete Hunkele

· Jim Gregus had hip replacement surgery this week
· Ralph Gates is in hospital

· Duane Maxwell’s wife is in ICU in Cincinnati
· Program for January
.Merlin Little – Alaska Trip
· Feb = Dave Erickson-survivor of ________; needs a video projector

· Mar = 10:00 meeting at Rogers City—Tour of the museum – lunch in restaurant after meet in PIHA parking lot @ 9:30 to carpool

· Apr = Alhizmers care and support group

· May = Portage breakfast

· New Business
President – Jerry Broad
· Announcements
· Dues information is available – will be mailed this week
· 8 volunteers for 1905 House Christmas event on Sat & Sun.
2009 Officers; President – Jerry Broad; Vice President – Karol Pupos;
 Secretary - Jay Kettler; Treasurer – Bill Fay; Member at Large – Tom Hallaron

· Adjourn Meeting at 10:47
President – Jerry Broad
