
Presque Isle Community Men’s Club


Meeting Minutes – August 6, 2009
· Opening—at 9:00 AM for 35 members & Guests -- President – Jerry Broad
· Opening Song – Jay Kettler
· Pledge of Allegiance – Jerry Broad
· Prayer – Larry Miller
· Introduction of newcomers and guests  - Larry Schultz & Lucien Leone
Recognition of Chuck Austin as program facilitator—He will not be able to continue after December.;  A committee of 2 was suggested

Dave Nadolsky from PI Historical Society (Bradley House)  presented information about the museum.   A funding request has been submitted to the Mens Club for Bradley House preservation.. Memberships, donations and volunteers have all helped maintain and repair the Bradley House.   1950’s carpeting replacement; refinishing hardwood floors and replacing upholstered furniture with replicas of 1920’s would be included in the preservation.
Mark Thompson – Bradley House museum curator – spoke on financial difficulties and lack of endowment fund proceeds.  Society has published 4 local history books, and they have raised about $15,000 each.   Operating 4 websites.  Gift shop has supported much of the budget. Historical Society is expanding to cover the entire county, Metz Fire, Onaway Museum, PI Activities, School Program curriculum materials, Sloop Welcome,  Indian Pow-Wow at Lakeside Park this weekend, 11 western chiefs coming in on motorcycles,  Voyager Rendezvous, etc.  Much of the programming is free to those under 18.  All programs have been funded ($12,000.00) by local sponsors.   

Brad Jensen, executive director of Huron Pines in Grayling presented the program “Invasive Plant Species in Michigan Waters”

· Action oriented, Hands-On Conservation

· Service area includes the 11 counties in NE MI

· 8 River systems + the Lake Huron shoreline

· Successful Black River riverbank restoration for Sturgeon spawning area

· Little Ocqueoc River at Silver Creek Road
· Silver Creek Super Project—10 road-stream crossings

· Rogers City storm water runoff

· Huron Pines AmeriCorps—12 new college grads hired to work with NE MI conservation groups; Developed and led invasive species control programs and help for landowners; supported by the W.K Kellogg Foundation, DTE Energy
· Invasive Species Threat:  Fish & Wildlife, reduction of food sources & cover
· Eurasian watermilfoil—Early detection/rapid response

· Volunteer community groups are critical in early detection and encouraging rapid response from governmental resources

· Goal is to identify, inventory, monitor, and remove key nonnative problem species; Engage volunteers; Create database to sustain the program; Coordinate efforts with other organizations

· Purple Loosestrife—Rapidly establishes, quickly takes over all native vegetation

· ******Phragnutes*****   Perennial wetland grass****has completely taken over Saginaw Bay wetlands areas;   Introduced in 1800’s ballast water;  80% of plants mass is underground.  Wetlands areas 10 feet tall dense grass—replaces cattails and other native plants.   Best control is applying chemical (strong “Roundup”) directly to stem of every plant in the fall.  Chemical is drawn into root system and plants will die by spring.  Treatment must be done early & aggressively, before plants can get well established.
· Large blocks of private landowners must be encouraged to participate;  public areas can be managed by the DNR;  Townships can be very effective in coordinating and providing treatments to both public and private areas.

· Can Spread 60 feet with runners along the beach;  Up to 17’ tall, Dark grey-green leaves; tan,rough, rigid stalk-pinkie finger size; large dense seed head
· Native Phragmites is shorter, less dense, and does not crowd out native plants

· Site Report forms can be filled out online, Huron Pines will investigate and treat if landowner will agree and pay 25% of the cost.

· Volunteers are needed to help with identification and some treatment areas.   

· Contact Brad Jensen, Executive Director Huron Pines; 501 Norway Street, Grayling, MI 49738,  989-348-9319, Ext 18;  brad@huronpines.org
· Program Break at 10:18AM - 10 Minutes
· 50/50 Drawing - $22.50 –  Won by Tim Lutes
· Request from Jennie Matusak re: PICMC participation in 2009 Christmas Party Dec 5-6
· Request from Gary Hagen regarding funding request
· Update on Cormorant program—seeing success on Grand & Long Lakes
· Younger children appreciate our area, but are not taking advantage of all possibilities for the harbor and Grand Lake
· Summer day-camp for children utilizes our recreational facilities
· Lucien Leone began the program last year and this week they are doing snorkeling the shipwrecks, tours of quarry, sailing, naturalist, historical talks, etc. 
· discoverpicooperative.org is the website, brochures are available at the clubhouse front desk
· Sailing camp is the most costly activity, the cooperative is requesting funding to begin a culture of sailing and appreciation PI Harbor and Grand Lake.  
· Request from Pat Pokorski regarding PICMC involvement in PI twp projects
· Pure NorthEast Michigan campaign is ramping up.  Most shipwreck dives go out of PI Harbor.  Committees are being formed to work on the Recreation part of Parks & Rec.  Grants have been applied for to get kids involved in recreation that is different from other areas.   
· Township may discontinue using a vendor to run the Lighthouse parks after this year, and run the facilities themselves.  5 Year development plans are needed and being developed.
· Cemetery is being developed with an excavator coming in to prepare the newer section.  The survey has been completed and roads need to be readjusted to the accurate locations. Club is being requested to help clear a new exit on to Kauffman Road
· Lighthouse park areas will be restored to a more accurate historical look by the removal of some brush and trees to improve the vista.  Help may be needed to work with the brushing out of some of the areas. 
· President Broad will use e-mail to communicate the possible dates of work parties.  
· Business Reports & Meeting Set-Up
· Minutes (July, 2009) approved as presented
· Financial Report approved (Miller/Hagen)
· Moved to pay Pete Hunkley $35.00 for cards & postage (Miller/Rochowiak    )

· Set-Up for September 
 Tim Lutes & Atilla Patelkey
· Committee Reports
· Project Evaluation Committee (Benevolence) Committee will meet today to make recommendations on today’s requests
Chairman – Larry Miller
· Members Health & Family Jack Kauffman’s memorial service

· Program for Sept Is Accident Reconstruction by Sheriff Steve Kieliszewski
· ∙Announcements
·  Road Clean Up – Tony Velat
2009 Officers; President – Jerry Broad; Vice President – Karol Pupos;
 Secretary - Jay Kettler; Treasurer – Bill Fay; Member at Large – Tom Hallaron

· Adjourn Meeting
President – Jerry Broad
