	Presque Isle Community Men’s Club

Meeting minutes May 1st, 2025
Opening: Meeting called to order by President Mike Bugenske at 10:00am with 14 members present and 3 guests
Opening song:						Jay Kettler
Pledge of Allegiance:					Mike Bugenske
Prayer:							Jay Kettler
Introduction of Guest Speaker(s):			Mike Bugenske
Ron and Paul Fornier from the Grand Lake Fire Department presented today.  The showed us their new 3 pieces of equipment that is now battery powered (Spreader, cutter, and ram (or jack).  These 3 pieces cost $48K, they raised the money from Grants and Fundraising such as the Annual Firemen’s Pancake Breakfast.  These ones replaced the older ones that were run from a hydraulic power source and were aging.  They have not yet been used in a real incident, but they tried them out with an older Chevy Tahoe and it was able to tear the Tahoe apart with ease.  They mentioned they may get used 2 to 3 times a year and then go several years without use.  It was also mentioned they must be careful when dealing with Electric Cars due to the high voltage wiring and the batteries.  The other concern is not to cut into an undeployed airbag.
The next discussion was on Forest Fires and outdoor burning.  Outdoor burning only includes natural forest materials, it is not allowed to burn dimensional lumber or building materials.  Campfires are always allowed unless the Governor of Michigan has issued a Red Flag Warning.  Burn Permits for brush piles (not campfires) in our area are issued by the DNR.  To request a Burn Permit, call 1-866-922-BURN or on the web https://www.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits/
They mentioned that if either Thompson Harbor or Rockport State Parks were to catch fire, the DNR response is to let them burn and just protect structures inside or on the perimeter of the park.  A fire would generally improve the forest of either park.
The last part of the presentation was a video on how to protect your home from forest fires.  This has been studied for some time and the real issue are embers blowing in the wind.  Your best defense is to clean leaves, pine needles, and dried debris from the base of the home.  Keep gutters clean and check any gable vents that may allow an ember to enter the attic space.  Check outbuilding near the home that may be vulnerable to catch an ember, lawn furniture made of wood, and to clear debris in landscaping around the outside of the house.
They are looking into building a separate new Pole Barn Structure to house some of the equipment that is hard to get to in the current building.  
It was mentioned that 95% of their calls are medical related.  The ambulance is 10 years old, and the chassis is showing its age.  They may be able to take the “box” of the ambulance and put it on a new chassis at a lower cost as the Box portion is good.  There is a 5 year wait time for a new ambulance.
Break and 50/50 Drawing:				
· Joe Antecki won $11 and donated $6 to the Men’s Club 
Officer and Committee Reports:
· Minutes:					Mike Grochola
· March’s minutes were submitted, Motion by Larry Fields to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Mark Kinney, All Ayes, motion passed
· There was no meeting in April due to the Ice Storm and loss of power in the area
· Financial reports:				Mike Grochola
· Submitted a combined March& April 2025 report.  Motion by Mike Bugenske to approve the report, 2nd by Dennis Fay, All Ayes, motion passed
· Paid $101.83 (check) to Les Fissette for Sales Slips for the Phone Book Fundraiser
· Paid $58.00 (check) to US Post Office for renewal of the PO Box
· Paid $9.00 (cash) to Mike Bugenske for Doughnuts
· Project Evaluation Committee:			Dennis Fay
· Motion by Dennis Fay to contribute $500 to the Wood Boat Show as this is the amount we have donated in the past. 2nd by Joe Antecki, Mike Bugenske & Larry Fields abstained from voting as they are members of the Wood Boat Show Committee, All Ayes, motion passed
· Motion by Dennis Fay to contribute $500 to the Fireside 500 as this is the amount we have donated in the past. 2nd by Charlie Phipps, Mike Bugenske & Larry Fields abstained from voting as they are members of the Wood Boat Show Committee, All Ayes, motion passed
· Health and Family Committee:			Bob Beres
· Please call Bob and remind him of the breakfast meeting
· Scholarship Committee:				Bart Hellmuth / Tim Lutes / Russ Kauffman
· Mike G gave Mike B 4 envelopes addressed to the Scholarship Committee
· Program Committee:				Chuck Austin
· No report
· Next meeting set-up:
· Dave Wilson and Larry Fields volunteered for the June meeting
Old Business:
· There will need to be a committee formed in July to handle the Election of President and Vice President and possibly a review of the By-Laws
· It was also mentioned that maybe a new committee should be formed to do a Membership Drive starting early next year.
New Business:
· Chuck Austin is looking to start a weekly luncheon meeting, anyone interested should contact Chuck
Announcements:
· Wednesday 5/14/25 Breakfast at the Route 65 Diner at 9am
· Thursday 6/5/25 Monthly meeting at 9:00 am speaker is Our speaker is Brenda Herman, Development Director of Huron Pines Nature Center, dedicated to preserving the natural beauty of our region. 
· Wednesday 6/18/25 Breakfast at the Route 65 Diner at 9am
· Tuesday 7/1/25 Monthly meeting at 9:00 am speaker is Our speaker is Our speaker is Greg Awtry, a retired newspaper publisher.  Greg will discuss, Where are we at now on the Enbridge Line 5 oil pipeline?
· There are Presque Isle Community Men’s Club coffee mugs available for sale – see Mike Bugenske to get these limited-edition mugs.
Meeting adjourned at 10:30am by President Mike Bugenske
