	Presque Isle Community Men’s Club

Meeting minutes July 1st, 2025
Opening: Meeting called to order by President Mike Bugenske at 9:00am with 8 members present and 2 guests (Bob Mitchell & Mark Tishler)
Opening song:						Dennis Fay
Pledge of Allegiance:					Mike Bugenske
Prayer:							Mike Bugenske
Introduction of Guest Speaker(s):			Mike Bugenske
Our speaker is Greg Awtry, a retired newspaper publisher. His papers include the York News-Times, Scotts Star-Herald, Gering Courier, and Hemingford Ledger, all Berkshire Hathaway publications. For twenty years he has published a weekly or biweekly newspaper column including the Alpena News. Awtry was named by the Associated Press Great Plains Division, consisting of eight Midwestern states, as the best Editorialist five years in a row, and numerous best columnist awards by the Nebraska Press Association. His last two years before retirement, his Scotts Star-Herald was named the Number One Daily newspaper in the State of Nebraska.  Greg led a discussion on the proposed Enbridge Line 5 Tunnel project under the Straits of Mackinaw.  Greg was born in Wyoming, raised in Nebraska, and considers himself a “Political Junkie”.  Today, Line 5 starts in Edmonton, Alberta Canada and end in Sarnia, Ontario Canada.  It is 645 miles long and it primarily provides crude oil from western Canada to the eastern portion of Canada.  Along with Crude Oil, LNG (Liquified Natural Gas) is transported in the pipeline and a small portion is taken out in Rapid River in the UP to make propane for home heating.  The pipeline was built in 1953, it transports 540,000 barrels of crude oil a day which is 22,680,000 gallons.  The pipeline is 30” but is split into 2 20” pipelines that currently lay on the bottom of the Straits.  It was mentioned that Line 5 over its lifetime has leaked/spilled 1.1M gallons.  None has leaked from the pipes in the Straits, but there was a spill into the Kalamazoo river in 2000.  Michigan gets no proceeds from allowing the pipeline to cross our state, it is allowed through an easement that was signed in 1953.  In 2019, Dana Nessel filed a lawsuit to stop the flow of crude oil in Line 5.  Enbridge appealed the ruling stating that since it was filed in a State Court, they would not get a fair trial.  In 2020, Governor Whitmer revoked the 1953 Easement.  The case will not be heard by the US Supreme Court; however they will decide if the case will be heard at the State level or the Federal level.  The proposed tunnel under the Straits of Mackinaw will be 4 miles long and 370 feet deep under the lakebed.  It will be 20ft wide and have a 1ft thick outer concrete wall.  It is expected to cost $1.5B to build.  It is currently waiting for all the State and Federal permits.
Break and 50/50 Drawing:				
· Bob Mitchell won $8.00 and donated it back to the Club
Officer and Committee Reports:
· Minutes:					Mike Grochola
· June’s minutes were submitted, Motion by Dennis Fay to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Jerome Koscielniak, All Ayes, motion passed
· Financial reports:				Mike Grochola
· Mike reviewed a combined May and June Financial Report.  Motion by Les Fissette to approve the report as presented, 2nd by Tim Lutes, All Ayes, motion passed
· Issued chk# 1057 Cathy Helmuth $49.79 for Flowers for 638/Grand Lake Rd
· Issued chk#1058 Mike Bugenske $61.97 for meeting supplies
· Issued chk#11059 Les Fissette $109.19 for kids prizes for July 4th
· Project Evaluation Committee:			Dennis Fay
· Huron Pines submitted a Grant Application for $500.  The Committee reviewed the application and as they are a multimillion-dollar organization that is primarily funded by Grants from the State and Federal government – the recommendation was to provide $250.  Motion by Dennis Fay for $250, 2nd by Les Fissette, All Ayes, motion passed
· Health and Family Committee:			Bob Beres
· Please keep Bob Beres in your thoughts and prayers as he is getting treatments for cancer
· Scholarship Committee:				Bart Hellmuth / Tim Lutes / Russ Kauffman
· Mike B Bugenske read Thank You cards sent to the PICMC from Cassia Marchinski – Alpena & Makhenna Smolinski - Rogers City
· Program Committee:				Chuck Austin
· Hoping to get someone from PIE&G to present at the August meeting
· Next meeting set-up:
· Dave Wilson and Les Fissette volunteered for the July meeting
Old Business:
· Maintenance of the flowers & feature at 638/Grand Lake Road – Les will continue to water this year.  He will try and contact the house on 638 to see if we can run a hose from their house to automate the watering
· Who will be volunteering for Ad Sales – Discussion to be continued
· Voting for Officers – Discussion to be continued
New Business:
· MDOT Road Clean-up – Date to be set
Announcements:
· Wednesday 7/16/25 Breakfast at the Route 65 Diner at 9am
· Friday 7/25/25 Luncheon at the Route 65 Diner at Noon – this may be moved to Players in Alpena
· Thursday 8/7/-25 Monthly meeting at 9:00 am at the PIHA clubhouse. Speaker is TBD. (Trying to schedule PIEG update of ice storm and fiber internet status.)
· Wednesday 8/20/25 Breakfast at the Route 65 Diner at 9am
· Friday 8/29/25 Luncheon at the Route 65 Diner at Noon
· There are Presque Isle Community Men’s Club coffee mugs available for sale – see Mike Bugenske to get these limited-edition mugs.
Meeting adjourned at 10:47am by President Mike Bugenske
