	Presque Isle Community Men’s Club

Meeting minutes August 7th, 2025
Opening: Meeting called to order by President Mike Bugenske at 9:00am with 8 members present
Opening song:						Dennis Fay
Pledge of Allegiance:					Mike Bugenske
Prayer:							Mike Bugenske
Introduction of Guest Speaker(s):			Mike Bugenske
Mike introduced Allen Berg, CEO of Presque Isle Electric and Gas (PIE&G). 
Allen started the discussion with some statistics of PIE&G; 34,000 customers, $66M in annual revenue, $240M in assets.  As of 2022, PIE&G maintains 4,957 miles of electric lines, with 3,820 miles of overhead and 1,137 miles of line underground. We serve approximately 7.5 members per mile of line.
Allen talked about that our area is now open for Fiber Internet to the house, it was delayed due to the repairs needed to the fiber optic cables as a result of the ice storm.  Allen discussed that PIE&G services ALL customers and unlike “For Profit” companies like Frontier, or Spectrum, they are not able to offer discounts in the pricing as these companies do not offer service in areas with few customers.
Much of the discussion was on the scope of the Ice Storm.  The Storm impacted 99% of their system.  They had over 10,000 individual repairs to make.  They replaced 2,800 poles, 900 transformers, and 3,800 miles of electric lines impacted.  At the height of the recovery process, they had 409 crews made up of 1,450 workers all working on one day.
In discussing the cost of recovery, they normally budget for $300K for yearly storm repair.  As of today, they are approaching $150M in total cost.  PIE&G had to secure a “Line of Credit” from Wall Street to allow them to pay for all the repairs.  This storm was 100 times the impact of a Hurricane to put things into perspective.  They are paying 5.65% in interest on the $150M “Line of Credit” which is $8.5M a year in interest alone.  The $20 monthly storm charge that will be assessed to all members will only generate $8.28M a year, well short of just the interest alone on the line of credit.  They are hoping that they will receive FEMA dollars to cover some of the $150M, but at this time the actuals funding available is still unknown.  Allen mentioned that the State of Michigan does not know how to work with FEMA, unlike other states such as Florida that had had regular major storm occurrences.
Allen did state that the wholesale cost of Electricity in Michigan is much higher than other neighboring states, especially when compared to Florida where the cost is much lower. 
Break and 50/50 Drawing:				
· It was agreed to have everyone hold their 50/50 tickets to the next meeting, no draw was done
Officer and Committee Reports:
· Minutes:					Mike Grochola
· July’s minutes were submitted, Motion by Dennis Fay to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Larry Fields, All Ayes, motion passed
· Financial reports:				Mike Grochola
· Mike reviewed the July Financial Report.  Motion by Dennis Fay to approve the report as presented, 2nd by Les Fissette, All Ayes, motion passed
· Chk# 1118 Huron Pines for $250.00 (Conservation)
· Project Evaluation Committee:			Dennis Fay
· No report
· Health and Family Committee:			Bob Beres
· Please keep Bob Beres in your thoughts and prayers as he is getting treatments for cancer
· Scholarship Committee:				Bart Hellmuth / Tim Lutes / Russ Kauffman
· Mike B mentioned that a scholarship award from last year has not presented his transcript for reimbursement
· Program Committee:				Chuck Austin
· No report
· Next meeting set-up:
· Dave Wilson and Les Fissette volunteered for the next meeting
Old Business:
· Maintenance of the flowers & feature at 638/Grand Lake Road – Les is continuing to water this year.  He will try and contact the house on 638 to see if we can run a hose from their house to automate the watering
· Who will be volunteering for Ad Sales – As of today’s meeting, there will not be a further Phone Book Published
· Voting for Officers – Discussion continued, may need to change the Bylaws to allow Officers to serve until they formally step down from the role
New Business:
· It was agreed to skip the meeting in September 2025, next meeting will be October 2nd, 2025
· There was considerable discussion regarding the weak participation that has been occurring at the monthly meetings.  No decision was made, but the future of the PICMC is bleak at this time.
· MDOT Road Clean-up – Date to be set
Announcements:
· Wednesday 8/20/25 Breakfast at the Route 65 Diner at 9am
· Friday 8/29/25 Luncheon at Player’s Pub & Grub, 113 S Ninth St Alpena, MI at Noon
· Thursday 10/2/25 Monthly meeting at 9:00 am at the PIHA clubhouse. Speaker is TBD
· There are Presque Isle Community Men’s Club coffee mugs available for sale – see Mike Bugenske to get these limited-edition mugs.
Meeting adjourned at 10:55am by President Mike Bugenske
