	Presque Isle Community Men’s Club

Meeting minutes May 6th, 2026
Opening: Meeting called to order by President Dennis Fay at 6:00pm with 16 members present and 9 guests.  We had 2 new members officially join at the meeting.
Opening song:						Dennis Fay
Pledge of Allegiance:					Dennis Fay
Prayer:							Mike Bugenske
Dennis then turned the meeting over to Vice President Mike Bugenske who gave an overview of the Club and its philanthropy mission.  Mike discussed the main fundraising was the Presque Isle Community Phone Book where we sold advertisements to local businesses in the area.  Unfortunately, there is not enough support in the Club to sell ads to local businesses and the Phone Book at this time will no longer be updated.  The Club is trying a new approach by having meetings in the evening to see if more members will attend the meetings.  The meetings will now be bi-monthly and the next evening meeting will be on July 1st, 2026 @ 6pm and offer free pizza to those that attend.  At the end of July, PICMC will evaluate how to proceed going forward.  As of May 6th, 2026, we have 22 paid members, in 2025 we had 25 paid members.
The meeting was turned over to Mike Grochola who gave a presentation of his trip to Utah this March to visit all 5 National Parks in the state.  Mike provided facts for each park that included when they were established, park size, elevation, annual visitors, and notable features for each park.  There were many photo’s included in the presentation to highlight each park.  At the end, Mike shared a few facts regarding the US National Parks which are:
Question: When was the first US National Park established and which one was it?
Answer: Yellowstone National Park, established in 1872, became the world’s first national park—launching the National Park idea that later spread worldwide.
Question: Which is the most visited US National Park?
Answer: Great Smoky Mountains National Park is consistently the most visited U.S. national park, drawing more than twice as many visitors as the next most popular park (over 11 million annually).
Question: Which is the least visited US National Park and why?
Answer: Kobuk Valley National Park located north of the Arctic Circle in Alaska, draws less that 8K visitors a year, only access is by small aircraft, snowmobile, or by foot.  Arctic weather, limited travel season, visitors must be fully self-sufficient
Question: Which State has the most US National Parks and National Monuments?
Answer: California has 9 National Parks and 18 National Monuments
Question: Is there a state with no US National Parks or no US National Monuments?
Answer: Delaware is the only US state with no parks or monuments
Question: Does Michigan have any US National Parks or US National Monuments?
Answer: Yes, Isle Royale National Park located in Lake Superior
 
Everyone was given a ticket for a PICMC Mug and Mike B gave away 2 mugs to the winners, unfortunately I did not write down the 2 winners, but you know who you are.
Officer and Committee Reports:
· Minutes:					Mike Grochola
· March’s minutes were submitted, Motion by Dave Wolf to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd by Tim Lutes, All Ayes, motion passed
· Copies of February’s minutes were not available at the meeting; they will be presented at the next meeting for approval
· Financial reports:				Mike Grochola
· Mike reviewed the February through April 2026 Financial Report.  Motion by Dave Wolf to approve the report as presented, 2nd by Joe Antecki, All Ayes, motion passed
· 
· Project Evaluation Committee:			Dave Wolf
· 4 Grant Applications were received and the following were presented to the members:
· Request for $500 for the Wooden Boat Show was requested by the Committee.  Motion by Dave Wolf to request $500 be granted, 2nd by Bart Hellmuth, All Ayes, motion passed
· Request for $500 for the Fireside 500 was requested by the Committee.  Motion by Dave Wolf to request $500 be granted, 2nd by Jerome Koscielniak, All Ayes, motion passed
· Request for $750 for the PI Fireworks was requested by the Committee.  Motion by Dave Wolf to request $750 be granted, 2nd by Jerome Koscielniak, Dave Wolf abstained from voting as is he on the Fireworks Board, All Ayes, motion passed
· Request for $250 for the PI Parks & Rec Summer Concert Series was requested by the Committee.  Motion by Dave Wolf to request $250 be granted, 2nd by Jerome Koscielniak, All Ayes, motion passed
· Health and Family Committee:			Tim Lutes
· Kathy gave an update as to what they do for any member that may be dealing with a Health issue.  Mike B. reported that Rusty Kauffman was doing well with his cancer treatments, but the Committee will be sending him a card from the Men’s Club
· Scholarship Committee:				Mike Bugenske
· 4 applications received from Rogers City HS, all at the top of their class.  1 application received from Alpena HS, none yet from Posen HS.  Committee is accepting applications through May 15th and then will meet to award the 3 scholarships
· Planning Committee:				Mike Cermak
· Mike updated everyone that they are working on ideas to come up with an alternative fund raising idea as the phone book has run its course
· Program Committee:				Chuck Austin
· Not Discussed
New Business:
Break and 50/50 Drawing:  There was not a 50/50 drawing at the meeting				
· 50/50 
Old Business:
· Maintenance of the flowers & feature at 638/Grand Lake Road
· Mike Bugenske discussed this is not solved and is investigating alternatives.  In the past, $100 was allocated for the planting of flowers.  It was discussed the timbers are rotting and it needs maintenance.  No specific plan was agreed
New Business:
· MDOT Road Clean-up – May 9th through May 17th is the MDOT time frame
· It was agreed to set Thursday May 14th @ 9am as the date for the PICMC to perform this task.  It was noted that members that are not available at 9am can do this anytime or date within the 9th through 17th window.  The PICMC is responsible for 638 from Highland Pines to Grand Lake Rd and US 23 from Blue Horizon Rd to C-Street
· To get the trash bags, call Tony Velat on 989-657-0029

Dinner: Pizza, salad, soft drinks, Adult Beverages were available for purchase
Announcements:
· Wednesday 5/20/26 - Breakfast at Route 65 Diner at 9:00am
· Friday 5/29/26 - Luncheon at Players Pub in Alpena at Noon
· Wednesday 6/17/26 - Breakfast at Route 65 Diner at 9:00am
· Friday 6/26/26 - Luncheon at Players Pub in Alpena at Noon
· Wednesday 7/1/26 - Dinner meeting Route 65 Diner - FREE PIZZA at 6pm
· Wednesday 7/15/26 - Breakfast at Route 65 Diner at 9:00am
· Friday 7/24/26 - Luncheon at Players Pub in Alpena at Noon
Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm by President Dennis Fay
